Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 


Message Text 


UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 01 PRETOR 00850 26I9IIZ 

61 

ACTION AF-06 

INFO OCT-01 EUR- 12 10-11 ISO-00 CIAE-00 DODE-00 PM-04 H-02 

INR-07 L-03 NSAE-00 NSC-05 PA-02 PRS-01 SP-02 SS-15 

USIA-15 /086W 

022022 

R 261425Z FEB 76 
FM AMEMBASSY PRETORIA 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 3887 
INFO AMCONSUL CAPE TOWN 
AMEMBASSY DARESSALAAM 
AMCONSULD DURBAN 
AMEMBASSY GABORONE 
AMCONSUL JOHANNESBURG 
AMEMBASSY LONDON 
AMEMBASSY LUSAKA 
USMISSION USUN NEW YORK 

UNCLAS PRETORIA 0850 

CAPE TOWN FOR EMBASSY 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: PINS: WA, SF 

SUBJECT: NAMIBIA: HOMELANDS ASK TO BAN SWAPO 

1. JANNIE DE WET, COMMISSIONER GENERAL OF THE INDIGENOUS PEOPLES OF 
SWA, TOLD VISITING NEWSMEN IN ONDANGWA FEBRUARY 25 THAT THE 
NAMIBIAN HOMELAND GOVERNMENTS OF OWAMBO AND KAVANGO REQUESTED 
AUTHORITY LATE LAST YEAR TO BAN SWAPO. MINISTER OE BANTU 
ADMINISTRATION M.C. BOTHA SAID IN CAPE TOWN EEBRUARY 26 THAT 

HE WILL INVESTIGATE THE QUESTION OF AMENDING THE HOMELANDS' 
CONSTITUTIONS IN ORDER TO GIVE THEM SUFEICIENT POWER TO DO SO. 
MINISTER BOTHA ADDED, HOWEVER, THAT SUCH A REQUEST HAD NOT YET BREN 
CONVEYED TO HIM OFFICIALLY. 

2. IN HIS MEETING WITH NEWSMEN COMMISSIONER DE WET ALSO REEERRED 
TO THE POSSIBLE ESTABLISHMENT OF A BUFFER ZONE ALONG THE 
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BORDER WITH ANGOLA. ACCORDING TO PRESS REPORTS, HE INDICATED THAT 
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HE THOUGHT THAT THE CREATION OE SUCH A ZONE WAS UNLIKELY BECAUSE 
OE THE PRACTICAL PROBLEMS AND COSTS WHICH WOULD BE INVOLVED. 

DE WET ESTIMATED THAT TO ESTABLISH A EIVE KILOMETER WIDE STRIP 
WOULD NECESSITATE MOVING 20,000 PEOPLE, AND THAT A TEN KILOMETER 
ZONE WOULD MEAN MOVING 50,000 PEOPLE. 
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